
We all know all about 
Thanksgiving, which makes 
writing an article on the sub-
ject a little difficult.   There 
are actually only two short 
journal entries by Pilgrims of 
the famous first thanksgiv-
ing.   Sometimes turkey co-
ma makes it hard for us to 
remember the reason we 
just consumed 1,000+ calo-
ries without an Olympic ath-
letes’ workout regime, so we 
could all use a reminder as 
to why we’re celebrating in 
the first place.  

As  research on the internet 
(mayflowerhistory.com) will 
reveal, Thanksgiving first 
occurred in 1621, but it was 

not celebrated as a holiday 
until 1863. The declaration of 
the holiday was the result of 
lobbying by Sarah Josepha 
Hale. It took her twenty years 
and five presidents, but final-
ly President Lincoln declared 
the holiday. The day we cele-
brate was also not the first 
Thanksgiving ever to take 
place. It was common for 
Europeans to have a meal to 
celebrate a long winter or 
drought ending, or some oth-
er such fortunate event.  
When the Pilgrims came over 
to the New World, they 
brought their Old World tra-
dition as well.  

Despite the fact that this his-

tory of Thanksgiving might 
not be too well-known, the 
message of the holiday cer-
tainly is. People lead very 
busy lives, and sometimes 
that makes it harder to see 
what is around them. If we 
take this day, drop every-
thing, step back, take a deep 
breath and look around, we 
may be surprised at what we 
see. Whether it was the train 
conductor who did not kick us 
off when we were short on 
fare or something set aside 
for us by a friend or acquaint-
ance because they knew it 
would be special to us, the 
world is full of little kindness-
es that make the frustrating 

Thankful for Thanksgiving 

|Courtney Clark 
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History of Our Current School Building 

|Angelina Perez 

 In the fall of 1996, The Wil-

lows Academy for Girls 

moved from its location in 

Niles, IL to the current build-

ing it’s in right now in Des 

Plaines.  This building is 

where we built the gymnasi-

um and atrium.  In fact, the 

Class of ‘12 was in sixth grade 

when the project was com-

pleted; their signatures are 

on the floor of the gym be-

neath the wood flooring. Do 

you ever wonder what this 

building was before it was the 

Willows? Maybe it was a 

mental asylum or was built 

on top of a cemetery! What if 

it used to belong to a rival 

school? According to Brian 
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many new faces come and 

go. The exchange students 

come here looking for an op-

portunity to learn our culture, 

language, and to make new 

friends. Being an exchange 

student is a very difficult 

hilarious after the catastro-
phe.  God has seen fit to give 
our country and our own lives 
so much for which to be 
thankful.  That is why Sarah 
Josepha Hale worked so hard 
to establish this holiday; she 
knew that Americans need to 
take a day to be reminded of 
their blessings. 

Another great thing to be 
thankful for is a break from 
Wednesday November twen-
ty-third until the  twenty-
seventh.  HOORAY! 

girls are exchange students 

and come from places like 

Chile, China, Korea, Mexico, 

and Spain. The exchange stu-

dent program has been run-

ning strong for several years 

now and Willows has seen 

Every year, the Willows Acad-

emy becomes home to many 

new students. Some live ten 

minutes away, some an hour. 

But some people travel thou-

sands of miles to attend 

school at the Willows. These 

Exchange Students 
|Margaret Cross 

Wolf, from the website, 

DesPlainesPatch, the Wil-

lows building is the oldest 

remaining public school 

building in the Des Plaines 

area school district. It was 

the third school to be 

opened in District 62 and 

was named West Division 

School. After many years of 

serving District 62 it was 

closed down in 1981 due to 

declining enrollment. The 

building was then used by 

CableNet as offices and a TV 

studio! Unfortunately, further 

research has not revealed 

exactly what they filmed 

here. At the same time, the 

Des Plaines Senior Center and 

Self-Help Closet and Food 

Pantry took up residence 

elsewhere in the building. In 

1984 there was a proposal to 

convert the entire building 

into a senior home but that 

was dropped because of con-

cerns over the addition of a 

History of Our Current School Building  

Cont’d from page 1 
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six-story building. Four years 

later, the building was trans-

ferred to the city for $1 with 

the intention of converting it 

into a community center or 

a senior center.  Many pro-

posals for the building came 

and went, including one to 

demolish the 1923 section to 

make way for an atrium, and 

another to turn it into a li-

brary site. Eventually in 

1996, the city sold it to The 

Willows Academy! 
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characters.  But looking 
around the table we realized 
that we had the Disney Prin-
cesses in our midst! We all 
started talking and everyone 
seemed to be on board. We 
wanted to assign a teacher to 
a particular princess that she 
either looked like or embod-
ied in some way. Once we got 
the ball rolling, there was no 
stopping us. By the time we 
had our next training session, 
we already had a list going 
around of who people wanted 
to be. By the end of the day, 
we had a Google Spreadsheet 
of the characters and who was 
going to be who! Remember, 
this was in AUGUST! School 
hadn't even started yet, but 
we were all so excited! A small 
group of us got so excited that 
we even changed our Face-
book profile pictures to be our 
Disney character way back in 
September (Mrs. Morris in 
particular). I think we wanted 
to show the students our in-
tense school spirit for this 

year. The teachers are really 
excited to be involved in all of 
the spirit activities and we 
wanted to show initiative!” 

We congratulate the Willows 
Academy faculty on their awe-
some idea! It was super fun to 
see the silly side of those who 
assign papers.  

Miss D’Urso has added, “Just 
wait until the lip-sync!”   

  

thing to do and many of the 

girls are young (the ages 

range from 6th grade to 12th).  

It is not only an amazing ex-

perience for these girls, but 

for Willows students as well. 

Having exchange students in 

your grade is an excellent 

opportunity to make new 

friends and learn their life-

styles. When the girls arrive, 

the first couple of weeks are 

hard and their English might 

need a little help. When you 

see a new face, make her feel 

like she can relax and try to 

make her American experi-

ence the best it can be. On 

October twenty-fifth, the 

Willows received new girls, so 

be sure to say hello. Inside 

sources have told us that in 

the next few years, a French 

program may begin.  Cris 

Bofill, who helps out at Wil-

lows, said it would be com-

pletely possible and that 

there are many French girls 

who are a lot like Willows 

Girls.  Also, Therese Madi-

gan’s mother’s French friend 

is interested in      organizing 

the program.  It would be so 

exciting for the school if this 

plan worked out.       Ex-

change students are awe-

some and we love having 

them around our school and 

homes! 

This past Halloween, Willows 
girls were slightly frightened, 
confused, and finally amused 
when their teachers arrived 
in elaborate and themed cos-
tume as Disney characters.  
Miss Manning even made her 
Ursula costume herself!  
When questioned, sources 
revealed that Miss D’Urso 
originated the wild scheme.  
Miss D’Urso herself graciously 
gave an interview by e-mail. 

Here is an excerpt: 

“One day during the lunch 
break on our teacher in-
service week (back in Au-
gust), Miss Sanders and I got 
to talking. I don't even re-
member how it came up, but 
we thought that it would be a 
great idea if we could get all 
of the teachers to dress up 
for Halloween this year in a 
similar theme. We started 
tossing around all sorts of 
ideas. We thought about be-
ing the Pink Ladies from 
Grease, or other cartoon 

Disney Educators  
|Margaret Cross 
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The Flag of China 

TWA Teachers in their Hal-

loween costumes 

|photo Mrs. Morris 



people can be the hardest 
to respect as well, but no 
one ever said it would be 
easy. We should always 
keep in mind that those in 
authority usually have the 
best intentions for us, even 
if we do not see it that way 
at the moment.  As stu-
dents, we should always 
keep in mind that in order 
to gain the respect from 
others we must first be 
willing to give it.   

So next time you’re about 
to argue with that teacher 
about a homework assign-
ment, yell at your older 
sister for “accidentally” 
borrowing your earrings 
without asking, or refuse 
to take out the trash when 
your mom asks you to do 
it, stop and ask yourself: 
“Am I showing respect to 
those in authority?”  

Years before you and I 
even walked the hallowed 
halls of The Willows, there 
were girls just like us hop-
ing the best bake sale was 
coming up, wishing for 
snow days, and dreaming 
of those unmentionable 
young knights. It’s no se-
cret that teenagers love to 
abbreviate whenever pos-
sible. The abbreviation for 
The Willows Academy is 
TWA. However, back in the 

day the girls called it WAG. 
This was a popular term 
referring to the girl's 
school. The other day, a 
Northridge Knight alum 
asked how WAG was hold-
ing up. Having no clue 
what this meant, we in-
quired for the full story. 
The term WAG gained 
popularity with the Knight 
students years ago. The 
name "WAG" soon stuck 
and everyone, including 

teachers and parents, 
called the school WAG.  

WAG= Willows Academy 
for Girls.  

TWA= The Willows Acade-
my.  

Why not bring the tradi-
tional abbreviation back 
and start referring to our 
school as WAG? The whole 
vintage thing is coming 
back into play anyway!  

Respect is something that 
is earned, not given. The 
most respected people in 
our world today are great-
ly admired for their 
achievements or simply for 
the example that they set 
for others.  People who are 
the most deserving of our 
respect are the ones we 
interact with and see every 
day. The simple rule that 
we were all taught in first 
grade tells us to “treat oth-
ers the way we want to be 
treated.” A person who 
has gained respect has 
gained it because he or she 
has shown it.   

This month at the Willows 
we are focusing on respect 
toward those in authority. 
Teachers, parents, older 
siblings and grades above 
us all fall under this cate-
gory. Sometimes these 

Respect for Authority 
|Natalie Martinez 

Bringing Back the WAG 
|Crystal Avila and Margaret Cross 
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Kate Brown ‘17 and Ms.    

Keenley meet in the Head 

of School office. 

|photo Therese Madigan 



film remained true to the 
original children’s classic. The 
question remained the same 
though, would Simba be 
king? Once again, the time-
less masterpiece captured 
millions of hearts nationwide 
and left viewers feeling 
touched and overjoyed. It 
brought back memories to 
the old viewers who returned 
to the theaters to relive the 
good old days. It also reached 
out to the newcomers who 
viewed this movie for the first 
time. If you have not seen it 

yet, it is a definite must-see 
and should not be missed!  

We all have those bad days at 

school.  Those days are the 

when you did not study for a 

Calculus test, did not finish 

your synthesis essay, and 

forgot that amazing lunch you 

packed. On those days we 

need to be refreshed and 

energized. Well, what better 

way to freshen up then to 

stop for a quick drink at a 

water fountain? Here at the 

Willows Academy we offer a 

unique drink for all. Slightly 

odd, yet very interesting is 

the carrot-flavored water 

fountain located on the se-

cond floor outside Mrs. 

Popolizio's room. Seriously, 

the water tastes like carrots.  

Try it!  We are not sure why it 

contains its exotic flavor but 

it hasn't hurt anyone yet.  So 

feel free to take a sip when 

passing through the halls. 

You'll feel refreshed and reju-

venated and pleasantly sur-

prised after the first gulp. If 

you haven't tried it yet, next 

time you’re wandering the 

halls, take a detour to the 

carrot fountain! 

 

Lions and baboons and wart-
hogs, oh my! The highly antic-
ipated Lion King is back in 
theaters, only this time it is 
digitally re-mastered and in 
3D! It hit theaters September 
16, 2011 and topped the 
charts at the box offices earn-
ing over 30 million dollars. 
After a fifteen year hiatus, 
Disney decided to re-release 
the beloved motion picture. 
The story line of the excellent 

Fun Facts 

Movie Review: The Lion King 3-D  
|Becca Demski 

An Interesting Phenomenon 
|Cassie Calderisi 
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 Samhainophobia is the 
fear of Halloween – let’s 
hope you don’t suffer 
from that fear or you 
won’t make it long in 
America! 

 Scottish girls believed 
they could see images of 
their future husband if 
they hung wet sheets in 
front of the fire on     

Halloween (not a bad 
idea). 

 The Guinness Book of 
Records states that the 
greatest weight recorded 
for a turkey was 86 lbs at 
the annual "heaviest 
turkey" competition held 
in London, England on 
December 12, 1989. 

 Astronauts who are in 

space on Thanksgiving eat 
a traditional freeze-dried 
Thanksgiving dinner com-
plete with cranberries. 

 At 13 years old, Shaquille 
O’Neal measured 6’6” tall. 

 President Obama was 
known as “O’Bomber” at 
his high school for his skill 
at basketball. 

Mrs. Anderson drinks from her 

favorite water fountain. 

|photo Therese Madigan 



2007, ten graduates from 
The Willows have en-
rolled in Notre Dame. The 
first Willows alumna to 
attend Notre Dame is a 
current faculty member, 
Miss Heckman, and she 
enjoyed her experience 
there.  As the website 
says, the tagline of Notre 
Dame students is 
“Domers are Doers!!” 

Interview With a Notre 
Dame Student 
|Margaret Cross 
 
To supplement our col-
lege of the month article, 
here is an interview with, 
Elisabeth Currie, a TWA 
alum who currently 
attends Notre Dame.  
What do you like best 
about attending ND? 

 I love it here at ND. The 
things I like the best are 
the Catholic atmosphere 
and the distance it is from 
home. It is far enough 
from Chicago that you 
have your space, but just 
close enough that travel 
is not a burden. It is easy 
to find people with your 
same values.              
What is the housing situ-
ation like?  
The housing here 
consists of 29 single-
sex dorms. There are 
no fraternities or 
sororities- your dorm 
becomes your family 
(cheesy but true). All 
the freshmen are 
randomly assigned 
to their dorm and 
given random room-

Dear Miss Betsy Ray,  

I am having problems do-
ing my homework and 
finding extra time to do 
other things for myself. I 
cannot space my time 
well and I do not know 
what to do. I also have a 
lot of stress because I am 
barely scraping through 
all my homework. I go to 
bed late and I do not 
have any time for myself 
even on the weekends. 
What should I do to im-
prove my schedule?  

From, A Stressed Student  

Dear Stressed Student,             
I feel your pain and have 
gone through the same 
experiences. However, I 
have some suggestions 
for you to improve your 
life. First of all, try to get 
some sleep.  It will not do 
you any good to go to 
class tired so that you 
cannot help falling asleep 
while taking that AP 
Chemistry test.  Try to 
aim for a specific time to 

go to bed instead of going 
to bed at two in the 
morning.  Rest is one of 
the most important 
things you need.    The 
next helpful tidbit is to 
make a schedule for your-
self.  Pace yourself and do 
not waste an hour on Fa-
cebook. Instead, wait to 
get all your homework 
done before you do lei-
sure activities. Another 
aspect to remember is to 
not waste the many study 
halls you most likely have. 

Notre Dame, home of the 
fighting Irish, is located in 
Indiana. This Catholic uni-
versity provides a higher 
education with twenty-six 
varsity teams, football 
being their most famous. 
Their teams have won 
twenty-six National 
Championships and com-
pete in the Big East Con-
ference. Not only are 
sports a dominant extra-
curricular activity at 
Notre Dame, but the uni-
versity also urges their 
students to grow in faith 
and compassion as well.  
With twenty-nine resi-
dence halls, two lakes, 
many classroom buildings 
and two beautiful dining 
halls, Notre Dame is truly 
a golden university. Since 

College of the Month: “Domers Are Doers” 
|April Cavazos 

Betsy Ray’s Advice Column 
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Use them for your benefit 
and get as much out of 
them as you can. The last 
element is to stay opti-
mistic. Life is too short to 
worry and remember you 
only have a few years left 
of high school or junior 
high so make the best of 
them! 

Love, Betsy 



port your Eagles or honor 
the Willows by flaunting 
your moves on the court 
as a member of the team!   
This basketball season, 
show the crowd what 
you've got either on the 
court or in the bleachers!  

water. Despite what the 
cruel masterminds be-
hind the design of this 
monstrous course intend-
ed, the Willows girls did 
come out alive, even 
stronger than ever! The 
Willows placed an ex-
traordinary 2nd place as a 
team!  With the team's 

outstanding performance 
and moral assistance 
from the coaches, Ms. 
McMahon, parents, and 
families, they 
qualified for Sec-
tionals. Like the 
Energizer bunny, 
the team just 
keeps going, and 
going, and going! 

mates. None of the 
dorms are exactly the 
same. The older dorms 
have a more central loca-
tion on campus, and the 
newer dorms have a less 
central location on cam-
pus, but the newer dorms 
have better amenities. A 
lot of the upperclassmen 
move off-campus, but for 
those who stay on cam-

pus, your dorm becomes 
your home.                    
Describe your major. 
I am a biology major and I 
have a concentration in 
secondary education. 
That means that I have to 
go to St. Mary's (an all-
girls college very close by) 
for my education classes, 
because ND doesn't have 
an education program. 

score, then I hope you 
joined the team.  If you 
don’t think you have 
what it takes to lay-up, 
fast break, free-throw 
and guard, you can al-
ways support your Eagles 
by cheering them on as 
super fans at their next 
home game.  Come sup-

Calling all high 
school Eagles!  You've got 
to get your heads in the 
game because October 
31st was the start of the 
Willows Academy basket-
ball season!  If you think 
you have what it takes to 
dribble, assist, break, run, 
rebound, dunk, and 

There were multiple long 
and winding running 
courses with many obsta-
cles that the Willows' run-
ners endured to make it 
to the regional level on 
October 22nd.  The re-
gional course was full of 
mud, requiring one to 
leap over that swampy 

The Low Down on Basketball 
|Sarah Witter 

Straightaway to Sectionals 
|Maddie Puschautz 

“Domers are Doers” cont’d 
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SPORTS 

The science classes are 
difficult, and the hardest 
adjustment coming from 
Willows was the labs.       
Do you recommend ND? 
I would definitely recom-
mend ND to a Willows 
senior!                         
What is the biggest 
downside? 
The biggest downside 
about ND is the price. 

The good news is that ND 
meets all the financial 
need that FAFSA indicates 
that you need.  
 
We hope this college arti-
cle has helped you. 
Thanks Currie! 

Megan Brinkerhoff ‘13 and 

Becca Krupowicz ‘12 

|photo Therese Madigan 

The members of the HS Cross 

Country team. 

|photo Mrs. Morris 



"The dinner at Portillo's was 

just as fun as the dance les-

son, if not even more fun," 

said Teresa Kenny. After 

filling their stomachs, the 

students went home to face 

the homework that they 

had put off earlier. The Wil-

lows girls continue to look 

forward to the next lesson 

will now be celebrated as 
the most successful and 
dedicated athletes in Middle 
School Willows history! 
Along with the satisfaction 
of their accomplishments, 
they were rewarded in the 
form of cupcakes, a worthy 
recompense indeed, from 
Mrs. Trunk and Mrs.      

Stangel, their 
proud coaches.  
Great job! 

|photo Mrs. 
Morris 

This All Hallows’ Eve, Middle 
Schoolers dressed in cos-
tumes as varied and inter-
esting as the fish in the sea.  
The Dean of the Middle 
School has kindly provided 
information regarding their 
costume contest.  There 
were four categories: Most 
Creative, Best Look-a-Like, 
Best Group, and Funniest.  
The winners of Most Crea-
tive dressed up as the Four 

Seasons:  Collette McCor-
mack, Anna Wisowaty, 
Gwen Carter, and…Miss 
Brubaker’s skeleton, Jeff.  It 
seems they were unable to 
draft a fourth member to 
their quartet and thus had 
to resort to an inanimate 
object.  Jessica Vining was 
deemed Best Look-a-Like in 
her Cleopatra Costume.  The 
Best Group came in the 
form of the Hogwarts stu-

dents; Brigit Hirsch and Kate 
Blatter were the illustrious 
wizards.  The funniest cos-
tume, worthy indeed of its 
prize, was Abbie Stelnicki as 
a basket of dirty laundry.  
Each winner received a free 
piece of pizza and free ice 
cream.  Congratulations 
girls, we can’t wait to see 
what you have in store for 
us next year!   

Willows girls reported that 

they had a wonderful time. 

"At first it was a little con-

fusing and difficult to get 

the steps down," said Mary 

Kane. "But after a little prac-

tice it got really fun." After 

the lesson, the girls and 

boys were shuttled off to a 

large dinner at Portillo’s.  

In mid-October, the Eighth 

Grade boys and girls from 

Willows and Northridge had 

their first Dancing Lesson. 

Instructed by Mr. and Mrs. 

De La Cruz, they learned to 

dance the romba with 

grace. Despite some strug-

gles in the beginnning, sev-

eral  

As the last issue stated, 
Middle School Volleyball 
preformed exceptionally 
this year. But their accom-
plishments have now ex-
ceeded those of the last 
issue. The Middle School’s 
sixth and seventh grade 
teams ended their season 
completely undefeated and 

Eighth Grade Dance Instruction 
|Sarah Kenny 

Middle School Volleyball Follow-Up 
|Bridget Cross 

Middle School Halloween Contest 
|Margaret Cross 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

photo credit 

|Mrs. Morris 

in November. In addition to 

learning several new dances 

(the next dance to learn is 

the tango), the girls had a 

wonderful time making 

friends with their classmates 

at Northridge. “It’s such a 

great tradition for our class 

to have,” added Bridget 

Burch. 



Thanksgiving season.  All of 
these drives are chances to 
make a difference in our com-

Chamber Choir. 

Two of the three editors of 
newspaper are also members 
of the choir. 

The choir, along with several 
devoted managers, will travel 
to Rome to perform during 
Holy Week of 2013. 

The Willows Academy Cham-
ber Choir is an audition-only, 
acapella choir, currently con-
sisting of twenty-three girls. A 
cappella means singing with-
out music. The Willows Acad-
emy Chamber Choir is di-
rected by the one and only 

Ms. Wilberg who formerly 
worked in the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago. This year the Cham-
ber Choir is singing songs in 
both English and Latin, but in 
the past the Choir has sung 
songs in English, Latin, Italian, 
Spanish, and French. The 

Choir can be heard singing at 
many times, like during the 
Christmas season, at wed-
dings, funeral masses, and 
even at Willows sports 
events. The profits of the 
weekly hot lunch help sup-
port the Chamber Choir, so 

shoes to a good cause.  In 
addition to the Shoe Drive, 
the Respect Life Club Diaper 
Drive, which began in Octo-
ber, will continue into No-
vember.  By bringing in dia-
pers, Willows girls are show-
ing their support for the ba-
bies while giving to a worthy 
charity like the Women’s Cen-
ter.  Finally, the Canned Food 
Drive is also taking place in 
November.  The Canned Food 
Drive is a great way to share 
with those in need this 

In the months of October and 
November, The Willows has 
been, and will be, hosting 
various “drives”.  These are 
great opportunities for stu-
dents to donate much need-
ed items to charities.  They 
are easy and simple ways in 
which Willows girls can do 
good for others.  Among the 
many drives this year is the 
“Share Your Soles” Shoe Drive 
which took place in October.  
The girls donated many gen-
tly-used and fashionable 

Ms. Sheffield and Ms. Skokna 
were members of the cham-
ber choir. 

Almost all of the Chamber 
Choir costumes were hand 
made by one of the earliest 
Chamber Choir member's 
mother. 

There are currently three sets 
of sisters in the               

Drives...Drives...Drives 
|Ania Urban 

Chamber Choir Fun Facts 

Musical Notes 
|Maria Daniel 
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STUDENT COUNCIL AND CLUBS 

help put the "dough" in “Do Re 
Mi” by purchasing hot lunch! 

The members of TWA Chamber Choir from left to right: 

top row: Elizabeth Habisohn, Lauren Yoo, Crystal Avila, Elizabeth Paschall, 

Maddie Demski, Ashley Simon, Monica Deardurff, Rachael Hussar, Clare Pitt-

Payne, Catherine Pitt-Payne 

middle row: Emily Blatter, Sami Villasante, Amelia Kurkowski, Becca Demski, 

Maria Daniel, Annie Penner 

bottom row: Margaret Cross, Bridget Cross, Sophia Kagan, Luci Fonseca, Ra-

chel Brochu 

munity and to better the lives 
of many people. 



As the famous song from 
White Christmas once said, 
"The best things happen 
while you’re dancing."  
Recently, the Eagles soared 
and took flight at the Pro-life 
Halloween dance. This was a 
smashing success in costume, 
mechanics of dance, and the 
abundant baby supplies col-
lected. Costumes featured at 
the dance included colors of 
the rainbow, security guards, 
blues brothers, Indians, pop 
stars, cats, vintage girls, sail-
ors, bananas, ostriches, and 
several other eccentric looks. 
The highlight of the dance 
was, of course, the dancing! 
Dance moves such as the 
shopping cart, the lawn mow-

er, and the robot were more 
than groovy. This dance ignit-
ed a renewed energy in the 
Willows youth (and most like-
ly in those youthful Knights as 
well). The art of dancing pre-
vails and its spirit lingers 
throughout the hallways, 
even long after that Saturday 

As I was sitting for the show 
to begin, I realized that I was 
certainly not in the old and 
cherished Stage One, but a 
brand new setting.  The for-
mer Stage One has now 
transformed into the clean 
and crisp Leela's Theatre with 
shades of blue and grey neat-
ly painted on the walls, new 
comfy cushioned seats, and 
carpeting.  After this realiza-
tion sunk in, the piano chords 
warmed up and the show 
began.  Contrary to what I 
expected, which was a typi-
cal, ordinary mystery show, 
The Willows Academy's per-
formance of Little Miss Chris-
tie was quite extraordinary.   
It was jam-packed with phe-
nomenal acting, humor, 
sprite and lively music, and 
dancing...yes dancing, even 

including some fancy High 
School Musical moves. The 
show was thoroughly enjoya-
ble for all ages.  The star of 
the show, Christie Blake, per-
formed by the one and only 
Rachel Hussar, was an opti-
mistic, peppy, and independ-
ent character, as well as a 
fanatic follower of Agatha 
Christie and her mystery nov-
els.  The young and witty de-
tective cracked the haunting 
of the Salt Marsh Manor with 
the help of her fellow Grey-
stone Academy squad and 
put the three mad monks 
behind bars.   
There were many interesting 
individual characters with 
diverse personalities through-
out the play, including the 
dynamic duo of servants of 
Salt Marsh Manor, Leonard, 

played by Margaret Cross, 
and Alice, played by Crystal 
Avila. The eccentric Madam 
Orloff was played by Meg 
Conroy.  The show was deco-
rated with a very detailed set, 
thanks to the outstanding 
Stage Crew, and fantastic 
eerie special effects provided 
by the Lighting Crew.   Includ-
ed in the set was a beautifully 

(For the full effect with a 
touch of class, please read 
the following in an English 
accent.) 
The Willows has always been 
renowned for its fine arts, in 
particular the art of dancing! 
All good things come through 
dance. Dance has been con-
sidered a very prestigious 
channel of self-expression 
throughout the centuries. 
The Willows has made this 
fine art a possibility for all 
young ladies, since its very 
foundation as an institution. 
The Willows provides many 
dance opportunities including 
the dance classes, the musi-
cals, Poms, and last but cer-
tainly not least, the dances! 

The Art of Dancing 
|Crystal Avila and Sarah Witter 

Fall Play Review 
|Maddy Puschautz 
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captured portrait of the 
"Mad Monk", painted by the 
stunning artist, Therese 
Madigan.  With the show a 
sold-out success, Ms.Wilberg 
has a definite right to be 
proud of the fantastic cast 
and crew of Little Miss Chris-
tie. Props to all!  

night. Always remember, 
dance as if no one else is 
watching! 

Mary Brinkerhoff ‘14, Caro-
line Civantos ‘14, Mia  Bland 
‘14, Gemma Skokna ‘14, 
Sofia Kagan 14 pose at the 
Hallowen Dance. 



 “Schoolhouse Swap” Clothing Swap! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2011 

5 – 9 PM 

at 

The Willows Academy for Girls 

1012 E. Thacker St. 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
 

WHAT IS A CLOTHING SWAP? It’s a fashion craze that is sweeping the nation! For TWA, it’s a fundraiser and for you it’s 

an excuse to get a jumpstart on your spring-cleaning! Clear out those closets of gently used clothes, shoes, accessories, and hand-
bags and donate them to TWA. Drop them in the appropriate bins Room 206 beginning Monday, November 7 – Friday, December 
2.  

 

Students, families, friends, and guests will gather on December 2 to “shop” the swap! All donations are laid out and are for the tak-
ing. All items left over will be donated to Heather’s House in Des Plaines (An affiliate of Aid for Women).  

 

DONATE! Starting Monday, November 7 – Friday, December 2. Donate your gently used clothes, shoes, accessories, 

and handbags to the appropriate bins in Room 206. You can also bring a bag of clothes on the day of the event! 

 

SELL! Are you a local business owner or entrepreneur? Have a Chicagoland service or craft that you’d like to promote? 

Become one of our vendors! Rent a booth for the entire evening for $50.00. You can sign up through SchoolhouseSwapVen-
dors.EventBrite.com. Password is ModlyChicSwap.  

 

PURCHASE! Tickets for the event are $12.00 each (BRING A BAG TO SWAP!) Purchase tickets at School-

houseSwap.EventBrite.com 

 

FOR A SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT, COME SEE MISS D’URSO! $2.00 off! 

 

HOW IT WORKS: Arrive between 5 and 7.30 PM with a bag of your lightly used castaways. Then browse 

the vendor booths, take pictures in our photo booth and mingle with others. Doors to the swap open at 8. 
Take a deep breath and grab what you want from the tables and racks, then head home with new-to-you 
clothing! 

 

WHAT TO SWAP: Lightly used clothing, purses, shoes, accessories, and jewelry. 



November-

December  

Calender 

            

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

13  

 

 14  

MS Winter Sports 

Start 

 

 15  

 

 16  

HUGE HS 

Lunch 

Sale 

 

Mid Q2 

 17  

Chamber 

Choir rehears-

al until 5 

Line the 

Staircase  

DRIVE  

(hats, mit-

tens, gloves)  

 

 18  

TWA Bene-

fit Dinner 

(CC and Ensemble 

arrive at 6-perform 

at 6:30-7:30)  

Last day of 
Canned Food 

Drive  

 19  

Chamber 
Choir sing at 
Golf Mill 10-

12 

(arrive at 9:30) 

             

20   21  

Art 1 & 2 field 

trip  

Junior Ring orders 
due 

MSBB vs. Latin 4:30/5:30 

 22  

9th Grade 
workshop 

All School 
Mass-

Thanksgiving 

 

 23  

Thanks-
giving 
Break! 

 24  

 

 25  

CC sing @ 
Park Ridge 
Winterfest 

6-9 

 

 26  

CC sing @ 
Glenview 
Parade @ 

12  

             

27   28  

Pick Your 

Kris Krin-

gle Day  

 

 29  

HSBB vs. 

Francis 

Parker 

4:30/6 

(CC sing @ 

5:55) 

 30  

CC sing 

@ SMA 

6:30 

 1 

Christmas 
Concert @ 

7 PM 

MSBB vs. 

NSCD 4/5 

pm 

 2  3 

             

4 
CC sing @ Pickwick 

11:45-1 pm 

 5 

 

 6 

Kris  

Kringle! 

 

MSBB vs. Elgin 

4:30/5:30 

 7  8 

All School 

Mass- Im-

maculate 

Conception 

 9 

CC sing for 
“Women of 

Vision” in the 
evening 

 10 

CC sing for 
Petite Opera 

7:30 
pm/5:15 call  

             

11 

 

 12 

 

 

 13 

Kris Kringle 
Christmas 

Party  

 

 14 

Exam Re-
view Day 

HSBB vs. 
UHigh 4:30/6 

 15 

END Q2 

Exam Review 
Day/Jr.&Sr. 
Reading Day 

 

 16 

SEMESTER 
EXAMS 

CHRISTMAS 
DANCE! 

 17 

 

Highlighters 

 


